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Individual Assignment (Research Paper)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each student requires to write an academic essay/a literature review-based research paper about any issue related to leadership The paper should not be less than 2500 words and not more than 3500 words excluding the cover page, table of contents and reference list. A minimum of 25 academic references/journal articles should be utilized to write the paper. The essay marking rubric is enclosed to the last section of this document.  

The assignment weight is 30% and the submission of the assignment is due in week 6.

The assignment needs to be typed, in the following format: 

Font size 12 point, spacing 1.5, top and left margins set at 2.5. (normal). The pages need to be numerated. In the content list page, numbers are to be given under the different sub-headlines. New paragraphs are to be marked by skipping a line, it is not to be marked by indentation.  Headlines are to be written from the left margin, not centred. 

The essay writing guidelines are provided as below: 
Essay structure
An essay consists of three basic parts:
· Introduction
· Body
· Conclusion

Introduction
Content in assignment introductions can vary widely. In some disciplines you may need to provide a full background and context, whereas other essays may need only a little context, and others may need none.
An introduction to an essay usually has three primary purposes:
1. To set the scene
2. To tell readers what is important, and why
3. To tell the reader what the essay is going to do (signposting)

A standard introduction includes the following five elements:
1. A statement that sets out the topic and engages the reader.
2. The background and context of the topic.
3. Any important definitions, integrated into your text as appropriate.
4. An outline of the key points, topic, issues, evidence, ideas, arguments, models, theories, or other information, as appropriate. This may include distinctions or contrasts between different ideas or evidence.
5. A final sentence or two which tells the reader your focal points and aims.

You should aim to restrict your introduction to information needed for the topic and only include backgrounds and contextual information which helps the reader understand it, or sets the scene for your chosen focal points. In most essays you will have a considerable range of options for your focus. You will be expected to demonstrate your ability to select the most relevant content to address your focal points.

Main body: paragraphs
The body of the essay should be organized into paragraphs. Each paragraph should deal with a different aspect of the issue, but they should also link in some way to those that precede and follow it. This is not an easy thing to get right, even for experienced writers, partly because there are many ways to successfully structure and use paragraphs. There is no perfect paragraph template.
The theme or topic statement
The first sentence, or sometimes two, tells the reader what the paragraph is going to cover. It may either:
1. Begin a new point or topic, or
2. Follow on from the previous paragraph, but with a different focus or go into more-specific detail. If this is the case, it should clearly link to the previous paragraph.
The last sentence
It should be clear if the point has come to an end, or if it continues in the next paragraph.
Conclusion
There is never any new information in a conclusion.
The conclusion usually does three things:
1. Reminds your readers of what the essay was meant to do.
2. Provides an answer, where possible, to the title.
3. Reminds your reader how you reached that answer.
The conclusion should usually occupy just one paragraph. It draws together all the key elements of your essay, so you do not need to repeat the fine detail unless you are highlighting something. 

Types of academic essays

The four main types of academic essay are descriptive, analytical, persuasive and critical. Each of these types of writing has specific language features and purposes.
In many academic texts you will need to use more than one type. For example, in an empirical thesis:
· you will use critical writing in the literature review to show where there is a gap or opportunity in the existing research
· the methods section will be mostly descriptive to summarize the methods used to collect and analyze information
· the results section will be mostly descriptive and analytical as you report on the data you collected
· the discussion section is more analytical, as you relate your findings back to your research questions, and also persuasive, as you propose your interpretations of the findings.

1. Descriptive
The simplest type of academic writing is descriptive. Its purpose is to provide facts or information. An example would be a summary of an article or a report of the results of an experiment.
The kinds of instructions for a purely descriptive assignment include: 'identify', 'report', 'record', 'summarize' and 'define'.

2. Analytical
It’s rare for a university-level text to be purely descriptive. Most academic writing is also analytical. Analytical writing includes descriptive writing, but also requires you to re-organize the facts and information you describe into categories, groups, parts, types or relationships.
Sometimes, these categories or relationships are already part of the discipline, while in other cases you will create them specifically for your text. If you’re comparing two theories, you might break your comparison into several parts, for example: how each theory deals with social context, how each theory deals with language learning, and how each theory can be used in practice.
The kinds of instructions for an analytical assignment include: 'analyze', 'compare', 'contrast', 'relate', and 'examine'.
To make your writing more analytical:
· spend plenty of time planning. Brainstorm the facts and ideas, and try different ways of grouping them, according to patterns, parts, similarities and differences. You could use colour-coding, flow charts, tree diagrams or tables.
· create a name for the relationships and categories you find. For example, advantages and disadvantages.
· build each section and paragraph around one of the analytical categories.
· make the structure of your paper clear to your reader, by using topic sentences and a clear introduction.

3. Persuasive
In most academic writing, you are required to go at least one step further than analytical writing, to persuasive writing. Persuasive writing has all the features of analytical writing (that is, information plus re-organizing the information), with the addition of your own point of view. Most essays are persuasive, and there is a persuasive element in at least the discussion and conclusion of a research article.
Points of view in academic writing can include an argument, recommendation, interpretation of findings or evaluation of the work of others. In persuasive writing, each claim you make needs to be supported by some evidence, for example a reference to research findings or published sources.
The kinds of instructions for a persuasive assignment include: 'argue', 'evaluate', 'discuss', and 'take a position'.
To help reach your own point of view on the facts or ideas:
· read some other researchers' points of view on the topic. Who do you feel is the most convincing?
· look for patterns in the data or references. Where is the evidence strongest?
· list several different interpretations. What are the real-life implications of each one? Which ones are likely to be most useful or beneficial? Which ones have some problems?
· discuss the facts and ideas with someone else. Do you agree with their point of view?
To develop your argument:
· list the different reasons for your point of view
· think about the different types and sources of evidence which you can use to support your point of view
· consider different ways that your point of view is similar to, and different from, the points of view of other researchers
· look for various ways to break your point of view into parts. For example, cost effectiveness, environmental sustainability, scope of real-world application.
To present your argument, make sure:
· your text develops a coherent argument where all the individual claims work together to support your overall point of view
· your reasoning for each claim is clear to the reader
· your assumptions are valid
· you have evidence for every claim you make
· you use evidence that is convincing and directly relevant.

4. Critical
Critical writing is common for research, postgraduate and advanced undergraduate writing. It has all the features of persuasive writing, with the added feature of at least one other point of view. While persuasive writing requires you to have your own point of view on an issue or topic, critical writing requires you to consider at least two points of view, including your own.
For example, you may explain a researcher's interpretation or argument and then evaluate the merits of the argument, or give your own alternative interpretation.
Examples of critical writing assignments include a critique of a journal article, or a literature review that identifies the strengths and weaknesses of existing research. The kinds of instructions for critical writing include: 'critique', 'debate', 'disagree' and 'evaluate'.
You need to:
· accurately summarize all or part of the work. This could include identifying the main interpretations, assumptions or methodology.
· have an opinion about the work. Appropriate types of opinion could include pointing out some problems with it, proposing an alternative approach that would be better, and/or defending the work against the critiques of others.
· provide evidence for your point of view. Depending on the specific assignment and the discipline, different types of evidence may be appropriate, such as logical reasoning, reference to authoritative sources and/or research data.





















	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction/
Thesis
____


	*exceptional introduction that grabs interest of reader and states topic.
**thesis is exceptionally clear, arguable, well-developed, and a definitive statement.

	*proficient introduction that is interesting and states topic.
**thesis is clear and arguable statement of position.
	*basic introduction that states topic but lacks interest.
**thesis is somewhat clear and arguable.
	*weak or no introduction of topic.
**paper’s purpose is unclear/thesis is weak or missing.

	Quality of Information/
Evidence
____

	*paper is exceptionally researched, extremely detailed, and historically accurate.
**information clearly relates to the thesis.
	*information relates to the main topic.
**paper is well-researched in detail and from a variety of sources.
	*information relates to the main topic, few details and/or examples are given.
**shows a limited variety of sources.
	*information has little or nothing to do with the thesis.
**information has weak or no connection to the thesis.

	Support of Thesis/Analysis
____

	*exceptionally critical, relevant and consistent connections made between evidence and thesis.
**excellent analysis.

	*consistent connections made between evidence and thesis
**good analysis.
	*some connections made between evidence and thesis.
**some analysis.
	*limited or no connections made between evidence and thesis.
**lack of analysis.

	Organization/
Development of Thesis
____

	*exceptionally clear, logical, mature, and thorough development of thesis with excellent transitions between and within paragraphs.

	*clear and logical order that supports thesis with good transitions between and within paragraphs.
	*somewhat clear and logical development with basic transitions between and within paragraphs.
	*lacks development of ideas with weak or no transitions between and within paragraphs.

	Conclusion
____


	*excellent summary of topic with concluding ideas that impact reader.
**introduces no new information.

	*good summary of topic with clear concluding ideas.
**introduces no new information.
	*basic summary of topic with some final concluding ideas.
**introduces no new information.
	*lack of summary of topic.

	Grammar/Usage/
Mechanics
____
	*control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
**almost entirely free of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors.
	*may contain few spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors.
	*contains several spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors which detract from the paper’s readability.
	*so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors that the paper cannot be understood.


Marking Rubric for Essay/Research Paper
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